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The success of Ismail and his assistants in Central Africa
was complete. His authority extended southwards to the
Great Lakes. Eastwards it reached Suakin, Mussowah and the
Gulf of Aden. Westwards it extended to Bahr El Ghazal and
Darfur. Both these districts were annexed just before the
entry of Gordon into the service of the Khedive. It was due to
the efforts of a former slave trader called Zubeir, who held
absolute sway over the western territories, and who in 1869
swore allegiance to the Khedive, that these two districts were
conquered in 1874.

Zubeir proved to be a loyal supporter of the Khedive. He
was invited to visit Egypt in consequence of a misunderstand-
ing between him and Ayoub Pasha, the Governor-General of
the Sudan; he was afforded a princely reception by the
Khedive, but was refused permission to return. It was Zubeir
whom Gordon wanted with him on his sinister mission to
Khartoum in 1884, but the authorities refused to comply with
his request. Zubeir's son succeeded him as governor of Bahr
El Ghazal, but later involved himself in trouble with the
authorities at Khartoura and~was killed in battle.

But suddenly it dawned upon Ismail that to be master of
Central and Equatorial Africa it was not enough for him to
dominate the Nile and the neighbouring provinces. He was
reminded that the natural trade route to and from the Great
Lakes was via the Indian Ocean rather than the Nile, which
could not be navigated beyond Fashoda. Further, noting that
a good part of the ivory trade from Africa to Egypt had already
been suspended or diverted from the Nile route, he deter-
mined to recover some of the lost trade by opening a new
route.

An expedition under McKillop Pasha and ChaiUe-Long was
therefore sent out in search of a suitable harbour on the coast.
The mouth of the Juba River was first chosen, but the anchor-
age was poor and so the expedition went further south,
encroaching on the territorial rights of the Sultan of Zanzibar.
In some places the flag of the Sultan was pulled down and the
Khedival flag run up in its place. Complaints reached the
British Government, which remonstrated with the Khedive,
As a result, the expedition was mailed and all the Somali